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DIVING WITH A PURPOSE
MARITIME ARCHEOLOGY PROGRAM

“RESTORING OUR OCEANS,
PRESERVING OUR HERITAGE”

Diving With a Purpose offers SCUBA divers of all varieties an opportunity to experience a new adventure:
underwater archaeology. Where many are drawn to the selfish lure of sunken treasure, DWP challenges divers
to hone their diving skills and contribute to revealing the hidden stories of our past. Diving with a Purpose
(DWP) is a leader in submerged heritage preservation and conservation that provides education and training
programs, mission leadership, and project support services worldwide with a focus on the African Diaspora.

The DWP course is an intense weeklong program that teaches the basics of underwater archaeology. This
program usually consists of two day of dry instruction, and three days of diving data collection, ending with the
final drawings of a wreck site. Students learn basic principles of underwater archaeological methods, ship
construction, theory, and hands on archaeological drafting. Graduates can then participate in other missions to
gain experience.

MAPPING THE Hannah M. Bell SHIPWRECK

History:

The Hannah M. Bell was built by Ropner and Son in Stockton-On-Tees, and launched into the Tees River on
the northeast coast of England on 20 March 1893. The vessel measured 315 feet in length by 40.5 feet in
breadth and had two triple-expansion engines Named after the woman who christened it, the steamship
crisscrossed the Atlantic Ocean over the following 18 years carrying bulk cargoes of cotton, coal, and naval
stores between the Americas and Europe. The steel steamship met its end when it ran aground off the coast of
Key Largo in 1911. The ship struck Elbow Reef in what is now Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary
(FKNMS) For years, this wreck was known only as Mike’s wreck by local and visiting divers.

Field Mission #1:

On September 18, 2012 thru September 20, 2012, four members of DWP joined National Oceanic Atmosphere
Administration (NOAA) Office of National Marine Sanctuaries (ONMS) cultural resource managers on a
mission to map the wreck known as Mike’s Wreck in an effort to discover its identity. The team mapped 60 feet
of the stern section of a estimated 300-foot long wreck in water 11 to 27 feet deep. Evidence documented during
the mission pointed towards the ship being the Hannah M. Bell. The site dimensions matched very closely to
Hannah M. Bell’s as-built specifications and the site’s construction characteristics matched the historically
reported characteristics of Hannah M. Bell. No other vessels of similar characteristics to Hannah M. Bell were
found during historical research to have wrecked at Elbow Reef.

Field Mission #2:

On May 18, 2014, thru May 20, 2014, 22 members of DWP again joined with ONMS staff to continue mapping
the Hannah M. Bell. This time the work was done through the DWP Training Program Course, which allowed
for a larger team. The objective of the mission was to map the forward half of the ship with a concentration on
the larger pieces. The team successfully mapped 210’ of the wreck from the bow toward the stern abutting the
section that was mapped in 2012.

Field Mission #3:

On May 17, 2015, thru May 23, 2015, 19 DWP members again joined ONMS staff or a final Hannah M. Bell
mapping mission. The work was again done through the DWP Training Program Course which allowed for a
larger team.
The mission concentrated on areas not previously mapped and verified previous work from the bow to the stern
Following the fieldwork, DWP and ONMS researchers finalized the site drawings and produced a CAD
overall site map.
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